2nd Malaysian International Seminar on Antarctica
Report: Professor Mashhor Mansor

Chairperson Organizing Committee
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The seminar was successfully held on the 3rd and 5th may 2004 at the Grand Plaza Parkroyal Hotel, Penang. On the 5th May 2004, a one day workshop was held at the Muka Head Field Station. On the 6th of May 2004, most of the participants visited the University Sains Malaysia main campus. 
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The seminar was officiated by the Chief Minister of Penang, Tan Sri Khoo Soo Khoon and the keynote speech was given by Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, with an interesting title ‘Policies in Antarctica: What is the role of developing countries in Antarctica’. The theme, Global Laboratory for Scientific and International Cooperation attracted 27 international speakers from 13 different countries to participate.
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More than 200 participants including school children attended the seminar. The plenary paper was delivered by Professor Jörn Thiede, the President of Scientific Committee of Antarctica Research (SCAR) and followed by the presenters from Australia (Dr. Andrew Jackson) and Russia (Dr. Maxim Yu Moskalevsky). 38 scientific papers and 19 posters ranging from biology research to atmospheric sciences, oceanography, policy, conjugacy and geology were presented. The press conference was held after Tun Dr. Mahathir’s speech. The seminar was officially closed by the Deputy Minister of Science, Technology and Innovations, Malaysia, Y. B. Kong Co Ha.    
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Right: The participants at the School of Biological    Sciences, University Sains Malaysia 
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Among the VIPs present at the seminar.  The press conference was held after Tun Dr. Mahathir’s speech.
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Dato Vice Chancellor accompanying Tun Dr. Siti Hasmah to the seminar room





The keynote speech by Tun Dr. Mahathir.
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Local and International participants at the seminar
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The school children at the seminar. Early exposure for them to venture Antarctica
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Posters exhibit
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V.C. and Prof. Azizan looking at the exhibition led by the chairman





Prof. Jörn Thiede talking to Tun Dr. Mahathir
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Dr. John Dudeney; from the British Antarctic Survey; delivered his speech on ‘Developing sustainable scientific strategy for Antartica’  





Dr. Rashidah with the inflatable emperor penguin which was on display at the seminar
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Press conference with Tun Mahathir, Tan Sri Koh Soo Khoon, Tan Sri Ahmad Zahir and the chairman of the organizing committee.





Listening to Tun Dr. Mahathir’s talk
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Tun Dr. Mahathir with our scientists who had been to Antarctica.


From left: Dr. Wan Maznah, Dr. Latiffah, Dr. Siti Aisyah and Professor Zulfigar Yasin.  
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Tan Sri Omar Abdul Rahman explaining about his Antarctic trip to the chairman. 





Dato Salleh Md. Nor (right), Dato Idris Salleh and Dato’  Shamsudin Tukiman having a discussion.  
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The crowd with Tun Dr. Mahathir











